
25 ANNIVERSARY 

Reflections on the Founding of the 
Queensland Counsellor Association 

- Sam Beavers Ph.D, NCC 

"I am pleased to have been invited to write this 
brief article on the founding of the Queensland 
Counsellors Association, since I was closely 
involved in this endeavour from the beginning. 

The idea for the association first emerged in 1972 
among students in the counselling classes I was 
teaching at the University of Queensland. As many 
of you will know, the courses in what is now the 
Graduate School of Education at the University of 
Queensland were the first in Australia especially 
designed for preparing school guidance and 
counselling professionals, although many other 
students, mostly from the department of 
Psychology enrolled in the subjects, inasmuch as no 
other counselling subjects were available at that 
time. Having completed all my training and 
experience in the United States, I was very much a 
"new kid on the block" and was desperate to learn 
as much as possible about the profession as it was 
conceptualised and operated in Australia. I was 
somewhat taken aback to find, shortly after my 
arrival here, that no professional association existed 
to meet the professional needs of guidance and 
counselling practitioners. Speaking for myself, I 
very keenly felt the sense of professional isolation, 
having been used to the professional identification 
North American counsellors experienced through 
what is now the American Counselling Association 
(at the time it was called the American Personnel 
and Guidance Association {APGAJ. 

As the students and I discussed the various issues 
facing guidance and counselling practitioners, the 
idea developed that establishing some form of 
professional association should be a priority if the 
counselling professionals were to receive the 
recognition to which we are entitled by virtue of 
our training and professional orientation. One need 
that we perceived very early was for some organ of 
communication to facilitate exchange of ideas and 
discussion of professional issues. 

Following our class discussions, we decided to call 
a meeting of others who were interested and, 

thereby, take the initiative for the establishment of 
what became the Queensland Counsellors 
Association. After finding a suitable date when all 
interested parties could attend, we held a meeting 
where a working party was established with the 
responsibility of preparing a constitution for the 
association, which would be submitted to another 
meeting of interested parties. 

A number of meetings were held over the next few 
months where we engaged in what I now remember 
as almost interminable debate/discussion over every 
aspect of how the association should be defined, 
what its mission should be, what officers and 
committees were required, membership 
requirements, how membership applications would 
be reviewed and approved/disapproved, and the 
format for ballot papers. This certainly is not an 
exhaustive list of issues we discussed, but hopefully 
gives some idea of the details we examined. 

Finally, in early 1973, the working party convened 
the inaugural meeting of the Queensland 
Counsellors Association, where the constitution was 
adopted - with some minor changes - and the 
executive elected. I was greatly honoured to be 
elected as the first president of the QCA with Allan 
Stewart as vice president, John Eckersley as 
treasurer, Ian Lynagh served as secretary and Ernie 
Logan and Dianne Greenhalgh as committee 
members. I believe there were one or two other 
committee members, but I cannot remember their 
names - forgive my fading memory, but keep in 
mind that it has been 25 years and I am now 63 
years old, having been on the "good side" of 40 
when the QCA was established. 

I think it certainly appropriate to mention the 
names of the students in my counselling subjects 
who conceived the idea of an association to meet 
the needs of counselling professionals and took the 
initiative to establish the Queensland Counsellors 
Association. The following students were already 
practising guidance officers when they enrolled in 
the counsellor preparation program and were 
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keenly aware of their professional isolation and the 
need for a formal voice to advocate for them. Gil 
Court, Ray Overland, Ron Kohler and Darryl 
Driver. Alan Stewart of the University of 
Queensland Counselling Service was attending the 
class sessions on an informal basis and brought to 
the task his invaluable experience in a similar 
association in Scotland. Ursula Hughes, also of the 
U of Q Counselling Service, contributed a number 
of valuable ideas regarding the role and function of 
a professional association. 

In addition to those mentioned in the preceding 
paragraphs, there were a number of other persons 
involved in the association's establishment and the 
early "teething period" when we tried to define the 
association's roles and functions. I regret that I 
cannot remember all their names, but they all made 
valuable contributions to the association in its early 
years. 

that I favoured the latter approach, particularly in 
the early stages of the association's development. 
Another issue that I well remember was the extent 
to which QCA should become involved in 
professional issues that spilled over into the 
industrial area. 

It is most gratifying to me to have seen the 
Queensland Counsellors Association become a 
viable voice for counselling professionals in 
Queensland. Although I am retired, I still maintain 
a strong interest in the counselling profession and I 
sincerely wish the Queensland Counsellors 
Association every success over the next 25 years." 

Sam Beavers 

Those of us who had executive responsibility had to 
face a number of issues as we planned our 
professional program and dealt with some needed 
constitutional changes in our first 2-3 years. One 
vexed issue was that of membership requirements. 
Were to emulate the Australian Psychological 
Society in adopting very stringent membership 
requirements that would define a person as a 
"counsellor" in the same way that APS membership 
defined a "psychologist", or would we be a more 
inclusive body along the lines of the American 
Personnel and Guidance Association? I must admit 
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